Parker-Bingham – Friday, December 8, 1939, Alva, Oklahoma

No Rest For Weary Society Editor: Writes Own Wedding

[Friday, December 8, 1939, Alva, Oklahoma newspaper]

Ed. Note: There’s quite a tradition in the theatrical game about the show having to go on whether or not. Well, the same thing applies to the newspaper business, so the society editor takes pen in hand to record her own wedding in the first person.

By Louise Parker

If the thoughtfulness and best wishes of one’s friends and family can make a successful marriage, ours hasn’t a chance to fail.  Everyone has been simply grand!

Mother has spared no effort on her part to make the wedding, which is to take place this evening at 8 o’clock.  A happy and memorable service and to make this time my most treasured experience – even though that state of lazy, semi-conscious bliss will be cut short by the duties of “us newspaper people.”

Preceding the ceremony this evening my sister, Mrs. L. O. Southern, will play a violin selection, “Indian Love Call.”  Miss Annette Parker, my other sister, will sing “The Hand of You.”  Both will be accompanied at the piano by Miss Dorothy Fox who will also play Mendelssohn’s Wedding March as we – Miss Louise Parker, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. D. P. Parker, and Drake Bingham, son of Mrs. Maud A. Drake-Bingham – come in.

Rev. M. S. Epperson of Ada, former pastor of the Presbyterian church here, is to read the sacred vows as we stand before an improvised altar at one end of the living room of my parents’ home.  Baskets of gorgeous chrysanthemums and tall white tapers are being used on and at the sides of the altar, and a basket of American Beauty roses will stand in front .  (It looks awfully pretty – I got a short pre-glance.)

I will wear a green street dress with brown accessories – and will probably be too nervous to know whether I look “lovely” or not.

The bridegroom will wear a dark business suit.

After the ceremony, Mother, assisted by my sisters, will serve a wedding supper of sandwiches, salad and such, cake (wedding cake of course) and ice cream.  The wedding cake is being baked and decorated by Mrs. B. H. Bicknell so I know it will be marvelous.

Those present at the wedding will be Mr. and Mrs. D. P. Parker, parents of the bride; Mrs. Maud A. Drake-Bingham, mother of the bridegroom; Mr. and Mrs. E. D. Drake, the bridegroom’s grandparents. Mr. and Mrs. L. O. Southern and son, Tommy.  Miss Annette Parker, Charles Parker, Mr. and Mrs. Roscoe Dotter, Mrs. Laverne Chandler, Rev. and Mrs. M. S. Epperson, Miss Dorothy Fox and James Barron.

We will make our home at 726 Locust – it’s the little apartment at the back of the house.

Oh dear.  I almost forgot, it’s customary to tell something about the bride and groom.  Well, I graduated  from Alva high school, attended Northwestern State college for three years and Kansas State Teachers college, Pittsburg, Kans, for a half a year.  While at Northwestern I was a member of Little Theater, the college band and of Delta Sigma Epsilon sorority.  I am now employed as society editor of the Review-Courier.

Bingham was graduated from Norman high school and continued his school work at the University of Oklahoma where he was chief announcer for the University radio station, WNAD.  He worked as News editor on several radio stations in Oklahoma City and Tulsa before coming to Alva and was head of the Journalism department at Northwestern State college during the spring and summers terms of last year.  He is now the News editor of the Alva Review-Courier.

